
Invented Spelling 
The Concept: 

 The developmental process that children invent spellings by using their knowledge of 
letter names, letter sounds, and print conventions to create plausible spellings of 
words whose correct spellings have yet to be learned. 

 Invented spelling is a developmental process that follows specific stages that children 
will go through as they go from being non-spellers to being conventional spellers. 

The Benefits: 

 When children use invented spelling they are empowered to believe that they can 
write without worrying about conventional spelling, thus the amount types, and 
extent of their writing increases. 

 Through the learning process of invented spelling children will construct and 
internalize the rules of spelling, which will help them transition to conventional 
spelling. 

 Phonemic awareness and concepts of print are developed along with invented 
spelling. 

 Invented spelling can be a predictor of word reading in the beginning stages of 
literacy acquisition. 

What Should the Adult’s Role Be? 

 To honor and encourage the child’s writing attempts. 
 Develop a writing partnership that enables the child to be independent and feel 

successful in their writing, but also allows for instruction and aid. 
 Provide ways to help the child hear the sounds in words through elongating or 

“stretching” sounds, clapping syllables, breaking apart words, or using Elkonin boxes 
(sound boxes). 

 Link words the child knows how to spell to the new words they are trying to spell. 
 Try a Have-a-Go chart with the child.  Let them write the word, then write the 

conventional spelling for them, and then finally have them copy the correct spelling. 
 As the child is writing explicitly teach specific spelling patterns they are ready to 

learn. 
 Try interactively writing with the child to develop discussions about writing and 

spelling. 
 Develop word studies and sorts with the child to increase the understanding of 

sound, structure, and meaning in writing and spelling. 


